Neotropical Bird Club Conservation Awards Programme
Application Form 

Applications should be typed in black font. Please apply in English or Spanish if possible, but native Portuguese is preferable if you are not comfortable in either of these languages.  Do not use an on-line translation service. If you cannot submit in one of these three languages, please contact the conservation committee – we will do all we can to help, but regrettably there may be languages that we cannot accept.  Please return the form to NBCawards@gmail.com (naming your file “first name surname application form” e.g. “Mark Smith application form” or post it to Neotropical Bird Club, c/o The Lodge, Potton Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL, United Kingdom. Give the title of your award in your covering email.
Applicant's name:

Are you applying on behalf of an organization? If so, which:

Address for correspondence:

Email:

Submission date:

Project title:

Project location:

Project start date:

Project completion date:
Amount required (in US $):
How did you hear about the NBC Conservation Awards Programme?
Are you, or have you ever been a member of the Club? If not, do you have access to the Club’s publications, Cotinga and Neotropical Birding? (This will not affect the evaluation of your project – less than half of the former winners were members when they applied).

Is your project part of a university degree? 

Referees. Names and contact details of two professionals familiar with your project (e.g. NGO employee or university lecturer). The contact details should be their public work address/email/fax.
Project Summary: Please provide a brief (200 words or less) summary of your project.
Objectives. List in 100 words or less the project objectives. 
Background. In 250 words or less please provide information relating to priority species, sites and/or habitats (Important Bird Areas or Endemic Bird Areas; threatened habitats; globally threatened, near-threatened, data deficient, and endemic bird species involved). Use this section to make a strong argument as to why we should fund your project.
Motivation for choosing and support for this project. Why have you chosen this project? What interests you most about the species or site(s) to be studied? Who have you consulted and gained support from in drafting the project plan?
Methodology and calendar. 
Expected conservation benefit. Explain what practical conservation benefit will emerge from your project for the site and/or species concerned. 
Collaborating organisations. Set out the organisations that you will work with to secure your expected conservation benefit. These may be local or national NGOs, academic institutions, government bodies or local communities.
Expected output. Details of reports and publications you expect to produce.
Budget. Outline of principal expenditure. This should include the full project budget not just how you intend to use any of the NBC award you may be granted. Please use US Dollars (US $) as the currency for the budget. Text to explain the budgeted items can be added below the budget table.
	Category
	Quantity
	Unit costs
	Total
	NBC Request
	Other sources

	Salaries
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional and local fees
	
	
	
	
	

	Accommodation
	
	
	
	
	

	Food
	
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	
	

	Conferences and meetings
	
	
	
	
	

	Equipment
	
	
	
	
	

	Printed materials
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify)
	
	
	
	
	

	Administrative costs
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	


Additional funding sources. Details of awards received and applications made.
Team. Provide brief details of the project team, including names and relevant experience. Please confirm that you are aged 18 or over (or, if the age of minority in your country is higher than 18, that you are not a minor under your national law).
Please note that in submitting this form to the NBC you will be disclosing personal data about yourself and possibly others (such as, age, name and address). You should not disclose the personal data of another without their consent (unless the data is publicly available). The NBC will only use the personal data you supply for purposes connected with the consideration and administration of your application and any grant subsequently awarded. Such data may be disclosed across international borders but only in connection with the above purposes. If you have any concerns about how such personal data will be used please contact the Secretary of the NBC (whose address can be found on the Club’s website - see below) before you make any disclosure. For further information on how the NBC uses personal data please see its Privacy Notice - the current version is available on its website: www.neotropicalbirdclub.org  

Please note that while the NBC strives to fund projects in every country within our region, it is occasionally necessary to restrict support in a particular country due to circumstances beyond our control.

By submitting this application, I agree to be bound by the terms and conditions of the Neotropical Bird Club Conservation Awards Programme and declare the matters described in this application to be a true, full and accurate description of the proposed project.

Please sign or state name: 

Date: 

Conservation Fund Guidelines

The NBC Conservation Awards Programme invites applications for one of three categories of award the Club is able to offer:

Small grants – up to $1,500: available for projects implementing direct conservation actions, or conservation research. Awards are only given to projects carried out by nationals and/or residents of countries in the Neotropics (i.e. the Caribbean, Middle America and South America).

Medium grants – up to $3,000: available for projects implementing direct conservation actions, or conservation research. Awards are only given to projects carried out by nationals and/or residents of countries in the Neotropics (i.e. the Caribbean, Middle America and South America).

Juan Mazar Barnett award – up to $5,000: this award has been created in Juan’s memory following a generous donation from his family. One award can be given annually in this category. The award seeks to encourage early-career Neotropical bird conservationists and researchers, and will be presented for the NBC Conservation Awards Programme proposal that best captures Juan’s spirit: technical expertise combined with a passion for birds and bird conservation.

Technical specifications:

In addition to the above requirements of the applicant themselves, the NBC advises that, other than in exceptional cases, awards will only be given to projects that meet all of the following criteria:

Projects with a total budget small enough for the NBC award to be a significant proportion of that total.
Projects that are likely to achieve constructive local engagement in some form, such as environmental education in local communities, working with local decision-making or land-management organisations, or local/international publicity.
Projects that are likely to achieve global conservation benefit. This means that the project must target either globally threatened species or globally important sites, as defined below, in order to be eligible for funding, unless there is an exceptional reason to waive this rule (e.g. species new to science). It is essential that your project makes a direct contribution to species or site conservation, or as a minimum is developed in close collaboration with a conservation agency or organisation. We do not fund projects that lack a strong conservation focus, e.g. pure avian biology research. Environmental education projects that encourage the conservation of threatened species or globally important sites are eligible.
Globally threatened species — those on the IUCN’s global red list — are defined and appear on the website www.birdlife.org/datazone/index.html. We advise that you look at this website when drafting your project proposal. Note that the NBC does not fund work on species that are only threatened at the national level, and, only rarely funds projects on the globally threatened subspecies of birds that are not threatened at the species level. As of 2018, the NBC does consider proposals focused on Data Deficient species, as listed on the IUCN’s global red list. Proposals for such species should have a high likelihood of achieving a global conservation benefit and further elucidate the conservation status of the species.
Site-based projects must focus on the conservation of either a) an Important Bird Area (IBA), or an area proposed as an IBA or recently found to qualify for designation as an IBA; or b) a site within an Endemic Bird Area (EBA) holding habitats that are important to the restricted-range bird species that define the EBA; or c) a protected or potentially protected area that holds or is expected to hold Threatened or Near Threatened bird species. For information on IBAs and EBAs and how they are designated, see www.birdlife.org/datazone/index.html.
Regarding molecular-based projects, the Club is happy to consider projects which seek to determine whether or not a currently globally threatened species is a valid taxon at the species level, e.g. through DNA analysis. However, these projects must also have a meaningful practical conservation component. Even if the results from the analyses suggest that a taxon that had been considered a Threatened species does not deserve species status, the conservation action aspects of the project still need to be carried out given that they will still be benefiting a Threatened taxon or distinctive population. Only in the instance that a taxon that had been considered a Threatened species and is now regarded as a hybrid should the conservation action aspect of the project be changed – other Threatened species in the area or a more generalised campaign would be appropriate alternative approaches. Moreover, any project that requires the capture of threatened species (for studies that involve invasive sampling) need to justify the techniques used and experience of the participants such that any chance of injury to the target birds (and thus impact on populations) is minimised.

Applicants need to demonstrate that their project is feasible, that they have adequate competence to carry out the project, and that their methodology is suitable. The Club will consider applications that contribute directly to an academic qualification, but account will be taken of any other funding sources available to the applicant. Applicants should review the published literature and refer to relevant texts (particularly those relating to conservation) on their application forms.

We do recommend (although it is optional) that applicants contact the conservation committee before completing the application form. We are happy to discuss project synopses or informal enquiries suggesting a project idea before you submit a formal application. If your project does not meet the criteria listed above, but you feel that it may be an exceptional case (e.g. you plan to study a newly described and probably threatened species), you are strongly recommended to send a summary of your project first. Please note that synopses/informal enquiries must be received at least three weeks before the application deadline to ensure a reply in time for the deadline.
