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Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus is a cosmopolitan 
species4,17 with an extremely broad latitudinal 
distribution4. Nineteen subspecies are presently 
recognised17 of which just three occur in South 
America: F. p. anatum, which migrates from North 
America (Alaska) to southern South America; F. 
p. tundrius, which breeds over northern North 
America and Greenland3,15; and F. p. cassini, which 
breeds in southern South America12 with a single 
nesting record in Ecuador16. The species occurs in 
Brazil during September to April, and winters in 
the same localities each year12. The first Brazilian 
record of F. peregrinus was by Johann Natterer, 
in March 1835, at Praia de Cajutuba, Pará12. In 
Brazil F. peregrinus is a northern migrant14 but F. 
p. cassini might occur in the south of the country6.

Five published records of F. peregrinus are 
available from Minas Gerais, in south-east Brazil. 

In 1989, a record was reported by Sick from Viçosa 
municipality10. A F. peregrinus ringed in Texas, 
USA, was also recorded in the state between 1973 
and 198511. Individuals were recorded in December 
1999 and January 2000 at Caraça reserve14, with 
other records in the state from Belo Horizonte 
(19o55’S 43o56’W)12 and south of Januária5. Here we 
present 16 new records of F. peregrinus in Minas 
Gerais, involving nine new localities, and provide 
additional behavioural and ecological data.

Methods
Records were obtained opportunistically during 
general ornithological surveys. We also report 
a bird received at a screening centre for wild 
animals operated by the Instituto Brasileiro do 
Meio Ambiente e dos Recursos Naturais (IBAMA) 
in Minas Gerais. Where possible, we photographed 
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Apresentamos novos registros do falcão-peregrino Falco peregrinus para o Estado de Minas Gerais, 
Brasil, acrescentando novos registros de locais de invernada. Os registros foram obtidos em dez 
localidades (nove dos quais são novos para a espécie), no período compreendido entre os anos de 
2002–10.

Figure 1. Localities of new records of Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus in Minas Gerais, Brazil.
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the falcons. All geographic coordinates were 
obtained using a GPS receiver or extracted via 
satellite images.

Results and Discussion
Sixteen new records of F. peregrinus in Minas 
Gerais were obtained, from the following localities 
(Fig. 1).
Baguari (19o04’S 42o07’W): one on 4 February 2010 
perched in a partially submerged tree, in the lower 
part of the rio Doce, and another on 22 November 
2009 in the same place predating a Ruddy Ground 
Dove Columbina talpacoti.
Belo Horizonte: a male on 7 March 2008 near 
Pampulha airport (19º51’S 43º57’W) observed 
gliding with Black Vultures Coragyps atratus; 
an adult on 21 December 2008 over Pampulha 
airport was moulting the ninth primary; one on 
15 November 2007 near Serra do Curral (19º57’S 
43º55’W); and one on 8 February 2006 in the centre 
of the city (19º56’S 43º55’W).
Congonhas (20º29’S 43º53’W): on 5 December 2002 
one was perched in a tree at the edge of a dam near 
Congonhas.
Janaúba (15º44’S 43º24’W): on 8 February 2007 one 
was perched on an electricity tower. Vegetation 
in this area is a mixture of cerrado, caatinga and 
pastures.
Lagoa Santa (19º39’S 43º56’W): on  5 February 2005 
one was perched on a roadside phone tower, and on 
12 February 2005 one bird was on the same tower.
Montes Claros (16º43’S 43º51’W): an adult was 
found on 3 February 2009 on a street in the town 
and was taken to the wild animal screening centre 
of the local IBAMA. This is the first record for this 
region16.
Nhandutiba (19º39’S 44º23’W): two on 22 March 
2006 were seen over the rio Calindó.
Patos de Minas (18º35’S 46º31’W): on 26 January 
2010 one was seen unsuccessfully attempting to 
predate an Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata, in a 
municipal urban park (Mocambo).
Patrocínio (19o00’S 46o46’W): an adult on 6 
February 2009 flew over a marsh surrounded by 
cerrado, pastures and coffee plantations, before 
perching in the cerrado.

Presidente Olegário (18º09’S 46º30’W): on 20 January 
2007 one was observed hunting unsuccessfully at 
Vereda Grande Ecological Station.

These records augment the known range of 
F. peregrinus in Minas Gerais and add nine new 
localities for the species in the state. These records 
were expected, since Sick11 already suggested that 
records of F. peregrinus are increasing in Brazil. 
However, because relatively few records of 
Peregrine Falcon have been published from the 

country9,11–13 additional observations are needed 
to improve our understanding of the species’ 
occurrence in the country. 
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