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Howell et al.3 reported the  sighting of a presum ed 
W hite-fronted Swift Cypseloides storeri. They note 
th a t  “the  type-specimen, collected a t night, may 
have been a disorientated m igran t and/or juvenile, 
since residen t swifts tend  to have trad itiona l roost 
sites (pers. obs.)”3.  I am unconvinced th a t the  s itu 
ation in  which the  type was collected is any more 
indicative of m igrant as opposed to residen t s ta 
tu s ,  e sp e c ia lly  c o n s id e r in g  th e  fo llow ing , 
long-established, details re la ting  to the  genus.

Collins2 noted th a t  m any Spot-fronted Swifts 
C. cherrei (10 alone, between late  February and June 
1948) had  been collected a t Rancho Grande, north  
Venezuela, “flu ttering  against lighted windows on 
foggy n igh ts” betw een 19h00–22h00 in  all m onths 
except Septem ber and October. Spot-fronted Swift 
is resident a t Rancho G rande (and indeed th rough
out its range).

Furtherm ore, and perhaps of even greater in 
t e r e s t  in  th is  case , B e e b e 1 co lle c te d  tw o 
W hite-chinned Swifts C. cryptus in  sim ilar condi
t io n s  a t  R ancho  G ra n d e  in  A p ril 1946. H e 
speculated th a t “a  m igration of g rea ter or lesser 
scope would be indicated by the nocturnal flight, 
fairly fa t condition and absence of any other re 
corded during our stay”, bu t subsequent research 
into th is  species has not revealed any suggestion 
th a t th is  is a  m igratory species (M. M arín pers. 
comm.). Collins2 speculated th a t  “the  Cypseloides 
sw ifts … appear to continue foraging la te r  th a n  
o ther swifts and th u s may encounter g rea ter prob
lem s finding th e ir  roosts under adverse w eather 
conditions”.

Collins2 also noted th a t Medway6 had  observed 
th a t  Black-nest Swiftlets Collacalia m axim a  re 
tu rn e d  to  ro o stin g  s ite s  la te r  th a n  sym patric  
sw iftlets and had  speculated th a t th is  was a  form 
of resource-partitioning. Collins m used “possibly 
the sam e in terp re ta tions may be applied to the 
Spot-fronted Swift C. cherriei and other Cypseloides 
swifts, although they lack the  echo-locational ca

p ac itie s  of m ost of th e  cav e-sw iftle ts”. T hese 
thoughts are made even more in teresting  by M arín 
& S tiles’ reports4,5 th a t they heard  W hite-chinned 
C. cryp tus  and  S po t-fron ted  Sw ifts C. cherriei 
em itting  “continuous stream s of h a rsh  tw ittering 
clicking notes... such notes m ight be a form  of 
rud im en tary  echolocation”. They also s ta te  th a t 
some “cypseloidines arrive in their roosting or nest
ing sites after dark”.

I do not present the above to claim th a t C. storeri 
is a resident, bu t certainly it m ust be seen th a t the 
unfortunate b ird  found clinging to a towel on a te n t 
late on a foggy night was ju st as likely to have been 
a d isorien tated  residen t b ird  as a d isorientated  
m igrant.
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