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The birds of Hill Bank, northern Belize

A n d re w  C . V a lle ly  and A n d r e w  A . W h itm a n

Se describe la avifauna del Area de Conservación y Manejo Río Bravo, en el noroeste de Belize. 
Hill Bank tiene una rica avifauna a nivel local con 331 especies, y ha sido poco modificada por 
actividades humanas. Los hábitats más comunes incluyen selvas húmeda siempreverde de hoja 
ancha, seca, ribereña y bosque pantanoso bajo, bañados, pantanos de mangle y lagunas abiertas. 
El hábitat dominante es la selva subtropical, húmeda, siempreverde de hoja ancha. El promedio 
anual de lluvias es c. 1650 mm. Los dos grandes crácidos de la región son comunes. Especies 
endémicas o fáciles de ver incluyen: Jabiru mycteria, Amazona ochrocephala beliziensis, Schiffornis 
turdinus, Aimop h ila  botterii petenica, Ammodramus savannarum cracens, Spizella passerina 
pinetorum, Piranga roseogularis y Granatellus sallaei. Si bien se pueden encontrar especies 
similares en los vecinos Chan Chich Lodge y Los Milpa Research Station, la avifauna del área de 
Hill Bank es diferente de estos y otros destinos de observación de aves debido a la presencia de 
especies de humedales y sabanas de pinos.

I n t r o d u c t i o n

Belize has earned a growing reputation among 
birders as a destination of easy access and with an 
interesting list of Neotropical–Nearctic migrant 
and Neotropical species. One of the best known 
areas in northern Belize is Chan Chich Lodge in 
west Orange Walk District. Here, we describe a less 
well-known site 45 km to the east, Hill Bank, where 
331 species have been found. Its many different 
terrestrial and aquatic habitats are largely intact 
and little-disturbed by human activities. The di
versity and good quality of habitats near Hill 
Bank make it important to conservation and, cou
pled with a fully operational field station, presents 
many research opportunities. Nomenclature fol
lows the American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist 
of North American Birds' and subsequent supple- 
ments2,3,4.

D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  A r e a  

S t u d y  A r e a

The area of this checklist largely lies within the 
south-east portion of the Rio Bravo Conservation 
and Management Area (RBCMA, 17°36' N 88°42' 
W). Orange Walk District, Belize (Fig. 1). The 
RBCMA is owned and managed for conservation 
and sustainable use by Programme for Belize (PfB), 
a non-profit conservation organization. The domi
nant forest type is sub-tropical, moist, broadleaf 
evergreen forest receiving c. 1650 mm per annum6. 
A dry season extends from late January–May, al
though the timing and amount of rainfall in the 
dry and wet seasons may vary substantially from 
year-to-year. Topography is relatively flat. Eleva
tion ranges from near sea-level to 100 m a.s.l. The 
number of tree species can reach 56 species per 
ha6.

Historically, forests in north Belize have been af
fected by deforestation by Maya, hurricanes and 
selective logging. Much of this region may have 
been deforested by the Maya during the period 0– 
1000 AD6. Minor Maya ruins and agricultural
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structures are moderately common throughout the 
area. The Yucatan area, including the Hill Bank 
region, has been struck with moderate frequency 
by hurricanes and occasional, subsequent fire12,23. 
Since the early 1800s, selective logging for Ma
hogany Swietenia macrophylla and Spanish Cedar 
Cedrela odorata has infrequently occurred through
out north-west Belize6. Recent logging has occurred 
at a low density of c. 1 Mahogany tree per 4.5 ha 
and directly altered 6.7% of the logged area21. 
Stands logged ten or more years ago have an in
tact canopy. Logging has reduced only Mahogany 
and Spanish Cedar abundance and thus does not 
appear to have significantly altered the forest’s 
structure and composition6,20. However, a reduction 
in Mahogany and Spanish Cedar densities may have 
lead to a reduction in the overall density of canopy 
emergents. In 1993 and 1994, PfB acquired land 
surrounding Hill Bank through land donations from 
Coca-Cola Foods Corporation and purchases, with 
the goal of sustainably managing it for the benefit 
of Belizeans.

V i s i t i n g  t h e  S i t e

PfB maintains a year-round visitors’ lodge and for
estry research station at Hill Bank. From there, 
upland habitats can be reached by truck within 
one hour and most others reached on foot within 
four hours. Wetland habitats can reached by mo
tor boat within one hour, or three hours by paddled 
canoe. Visitors should check in advance with PfB 
about transport to and accommodations at Hill 
Bank. Because there is no public transport to Hill 
Bank, access requires renting a four-wheel-drive- 
truck in Belize City or making travel arrangements 
with PfB. Staff travel in and out almost daily.

The drive from Belize City is c. 3–5 hours de
pending on the road conditions. Visitors should 
drive the Northern Highway and turn west on the 
road to Burrell Boom (c. 9 km north of the Inter
national Airport). This road is mostly paved until 
Burrell Boom and dirt thereafter. One can find 
gasoline and diesel fuel as well as cold drinks and 
most foods in Burrell Boom. The remaining villages 
have small shops that sell canned and dry goods, 
and cold drinks. Visitors should drive c. 30 km (19 
miles) to Rancho Dolores. In Rancho Dolores, cross 
Spanish Creek and the road bends sharply left. 
Take the first right to Yalbac Ranch and Cattle 
Company past a few homesteads and then through 
broadleaf forest and pine savanna. After c. 10 km, 
there is an access gate staffed by PfB rangers on 
the edge of the pine savanna. Approximately 10 
km further, after climbing a low escarpment called 
Young Girl’s Bump, the Yalbac access gate is

reached, on the edge of a citrus grove; c. 2 km fur
ther take a road heading north. This passes through 
more citrus and after c. 3 km crosses from Yalbac 
onto the RBCMA. This road leads 10 km north to 
Gallon Jug Road and visitors should turn east to 
reach Hill Bank. Although some may try to reach 
Chan Chich Lodge by turning west toward Gallon 
Jug, this road is only passable in late March–April, 
and then only in some years.

From Orange Walk, the drive is c. 2–4 hours, 
depending on road conditions. Take the dirt road 
to San Felipe passing through Yo Creek, San Lazero 
and August Pine Ridge, which all have dry-good 
stores with cold drinks. Gasoline and diesel fuel 
can be purchased in San Lazero (before San Felipe) 
or Blue Creek (west of San Felipe). At San Felipe, 
the main road bends sharply west (right) toward 
Blue Creek but continue straight through the vil
lage and after c. 2 km take the first large road 
heading south (right). Continue c. 30 km, heading 
south past small farms, then larger Mennonite- 
owned farms, to the RBCMA, and finally reaching 
the Gallon Jug Road. Hill Bank is is reached after 
a 1 km drive east.

M a j o r  H a b i t a t s

Upland broadleaf forest accounts for over 70% of 
the checklist area and includes moist semi-tropi
cal evergreen broadleaf forest (Fig. 2), Cohune Palm 
forest, and dry semi-tropical evergreen broadleaf 
forest. It occurs on moderately deep, well-drained 
soils underlain by porous limestone and has a 
canopy height ranging from 16–24 m with some 
taller canopy emergents. Moist semi-tropical ever
green broadleaf forest is by far the most common 
forest type. Common tree species include Alseis 
yucatanensis, Aspidosperma cruenta, Brosimum 
alicastrum, Pouteria reticulata, Manilkara chicle 
and Terminalia amazonia. Cohune Palm Orbignya 
cohune forest is moderately common. Dry semi- 
tropical evergreen broadleaf forest is restricted to 
shallow soils on low rocky hills and severely burned 
areas, which are uncommon throughout the study 
area. Its dominant tree species includes Brosimum 
alicastrum, Bursera simaruba, Manilkara chicle 
and Metopium brownei and its canopy is 14–18 m.

These forest types support a number of regional 
endemics as well as a diverse community of raptors. 
The region’s two species of forest cracids are com
mon, most likely due to the prohibition of hunting 
on this privately owned land. The barred morph of 
the Great C u rassow Crax rubra occurs here along
side the more common dark morph8. Among the 
more notable passerines in this habitat is the very 
common Thrush-like Schiffornis Schiffornis
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F ig u re  3. P ine R idge  e a s t o f  H il l  Bank. 

(V a le r ie  G ile s )

turdinus, easily located by its frequent song once 
learnt. Grey-throated Chat Granatellus sallaei is 
best looked for in mid-storey and canopy vine tan
gles in dry semi-tropical forest. In Hill Bank, this 
species is not found in the understorey or at low 
levels as reported elsewhere7. Forest raptors, e.g. 
Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens, Ornate 
Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus and Short-tailed 
Hawk Buteo brachyurus, are most easily located 
from the roads in late morning as they soar over 
the forest.

Two swamp broadleaf forest types occur: ripar
ian forest and “bajo”. Riparian forest is limited to 
the temporarily flooded margins of Irish and 
Ramgoat Creeks. The canopy is often broken, with 
much liana cover and occasional large emergent 
trees. Its tree species composition can be similar 
to surrounding uplands, except with the addition 
of a few species including Bullet Tree Bucida 
buceras, pterocarpus Pterocarpus hayesii and Royal 
Palm Roystonea oleracea. This habitat type may 
be of special conservation value because it is spe
cies-rich11 and may have food resources such as 
fruits of the spiny understorey palm, porknoboy 
Bactris spp. perhaps vital for wildlife during peri
ods of drought14.

Bajo occurs along the Gallon Jug Road for c. 5 
km west from Hill Bank. Its vegetation is low and 
very dense and sometimes includes dense patches 
of “sawgrass” Scleria bracteata. Common tree spe
cies include Crabboo Byrsonima bucidaefolia, Pigeon

Plum Coccoloba reflexiflora and Tea Bark Myrica 
cerifera6.

The birds of the bajo best reflect the Yucatan 
component of Hill Bank’s a v ifa una and include 
many species commonly found in upland forest, and 
is poorly explored. Hence, its avifauna is not listed 
separately from upland broadleaf forest. The fol
lowing species, rare at Hill Bank, have only been 
found in this habitat: Grey-collared Becard 
Pachyramphus major, Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas 
and Golden-crowned W arbler Basileuterus 
culicivorus.

Pine savanna is characterised by stands of pine 
Pinus caribaea and oak Quercus oleoides 10–14 m 
tall interspersed with Palmetto Acoelorraphe 
wrightii thickets (Fig. 3) and grasslands. It occurs 
on excessively well-drained sands overlaying a clay 
hardpan. This habitat can vary from excessively 
wet to excessively dry depending on season, al
though water can be found throughout the year, 
and many small wetlands are dispersed through
out the pine savanna, which occurs in the south-east 
of the checklist area.

The avifauna includes a number of endemic 
forms difficult to find elsewhere in Belize. These 
include the beliziensis race of Yellow-headed Par
rot Amazona ochrocephala, which, as noted over 
30 years ago20, can be seen in significant numbers 
each evening as pairs fly across New River Lagoon. 
The open park-like areas harbour the petenica race 
of the Botteri’s Sparrow Aimophila botterii, the 
cracens race of the Grasshopper Sparrow 
Ammodramus savannarum and the pinetorum race 
of the Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina. Other 
species of interest in the pine savanna include: 
Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis, Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker Dendrocopus lateralis, Black-throated 
Bobwhite Colinus nigrogularis, Grace’s Warbler 
Dendroica graciae and Hepatic Tanager Piranga 
flava. Jabiru Jabiru mycteria may be seen over
head almost anywhere in the area, but is perhaps 
best looked for in small wetlands in the savanna.

Scrub includes disturbed vegetation of varying 
heights surrounding the old Hill Bank logging camp 
and marl pits (where road surfacing material is 
mined), along roads, in areas recently cleared and 
burned, including slash-and-burn agricultural ar
eas (“milpas”). The tree species composition usually 
comprises shade-intolerant species of surrounding 
forest types. These areas harbour many of the more 
widespread Central American birds, e.g. Striped 
Cuckoo Tapera naevia , Rufous-browed 
Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis and White
necked Puffbird N otharchus macrorhynchus. 
Some species typical of the Yucatan area, e.g. Rose-
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F ig u re  4. V ie w  f r o m  H il l  B ank o v e r lo o k in g  th e  N e w  R iv e r 

L a g o o n  and  m a rsh e s  and  p in e  r id g e  and  savanna b e y o n d . 

(A . W h itm a n )

throated Tanager Piranga roseogularis, also occur 
in dense scrub at Hill Bank.

Three types of marshes are identifiable, based 
on the dominance of Sawgrass Cladium spp., rushes 
Eleocharis spp. or cattails Typha domingensis18. 
Small areas of woody vegetation, including 
Buttonwood Conocarpus erecta and Bobwood 
Annona glabra6 occur along the edges, and fresh
water mangroves Rhizophora mangle where 
carbonate and sulphates are highly concentrated18. 
Large marshes surround the open waters of New 
River and Botes Lagoons (Fig. 4). Smaller marshes 
can be found around Irish Creek and small pools 
of water in the pine savanna.

Because this habitat is mostly inaccessible, its 
avifauna is the least well documented in this check
list. W hite-throated Flycatcher Empidonax 
albigularis winters in small numbers in the 
shrubby borders of the marsh. Our only record of 
Agami Heron Agami agami was an individual 
flushed along a creek on the east edge of the New 
River Lagoon. Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 
is perhaps the most common heron in this habitat. 
Flocks of over 200 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 
Dendrocygna autumnalis are sometimes present 
in these marshes as well as much smaller num
bers of Muscovy Ducks Cairina moschata.

S u m m a r y  o f  t h e  a v i f a un a  a n d  c o m p a r is o n  

w i t h  o t h e r  s i t e s

Below we describe the Hill Bank avifauna in terms 
of its component elements and suggest certain geo
graphic trends in the distribution of birds in north 
Belize. We agree with Remsen19 that comparisons 
between different sites may reveal no more than 
artifacts such as differences in quality and amount 
of sampling effort. Nevertheless, we offer the fol
lowing because real geographic trends appear to 
exist, although these require verification through 
more extensive and rigorous sampling.

Hill Bank lies along a south-west to north-west 
gradient of decreasing rainfall and declining for
est stature and extent. Forest species such as 
Rufous Piha and Golden-crowned Warbler reach 
their easternmost limit near Hill Bank. As one 
moves east, these tail-forest species become scarce 
or absent, and are replaced by species of open habi
tats, marsh and savanna.

Two-hundred and thirty-two of the 331 species 
at Hill Bank are year-round residents, 82 are mi
grants, three are visitors and the remainder have 
an indeterminate status. Of the migrants, 48 are 
overwintering Neotropical–Nearctic migrants, 25 
are transient Neotropical–Nearctic migrants, three 
are Neotropical– N earctic m igrants with 
overwintering or transient individuals, five are 
intratropical migrants which presumably breed at 
Hill Bank and one is a transient intratropical mi
grant. Broadleaf forest and scrub possess the most 
species of the four habitats included in the check
list, although the marshland species list contains 
the highest percentage of unique species and mi
grants (Table 1). However, the pine ridge and 
savanna, and marsh have been subject to less in
tensive surveying and may yield even more species 
with modest effort.

The Hill Bank checklist was compared with 
those of Tikal5, La Milpa Research Station13, Chan 
Chich Jungle Lodge16, Bermudian Landing10, 
Shipstern Nature Reserve15 and Freshwater Creek 
Forest Reserve17 (Table 2). Hill Bank has fewer 
species than the well-surveyed Tikal, a similar

T a b l e  1 .  N u m b e r  o f  s p e c i e s ,  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m i g r a n t  s p e c i e s ,  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s p e c i e s  u n i q u e  t o  a  h a b i t a t  a n d  

a p p r o x i m a t e  f i e l d  e f f o r t  i n  b r o a d l e a f  f o r e s t ,  p i n e  r i d g e  a n d  s a v a n n a ,  m a r s h  a n d  s c r u b  h a b i t a t  n e a r  H i l l  B a n k ,  B e l i z e .

h a b i t a t n u m b e r  o f  s p e c ie s % m ig r a n ts % u n iq u e  t o  h a b i t a t  a p p r o x . d a y s  in  f ie ld

Broadleaf forest 208 17 35 700

Pine ridge and savanna 60 25 18 ~5

Marsh 59 32 62 ~5

Scrub 200 21 17 ~ 180

Total 331 21 . ~ 9 0 0
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T a b l e  2 .  S p e c i e s  n u m b e r ,  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  u n i q u e  s p e c i e s  a t  a  s i t e ,  p e r c e n t a g e  s p e c i e s  s h a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s i t e s  a n d  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m i g r a n t  s p e c i e s  a t  H i l l  B a n k ,  a n d  f o u r  o t h e r  s i t e s  i n  n o r t h e r n  B e l i z e .

Species

Site % unique % shared with Hill Bank %

number to a site all widespread migrants

Tikal (5) 404 11.0 84 96 18

Chan Chich (15) 322 0.3 76 90 21

La Milpa (6) 353 2.3 81 95 24

Hill Bank 331 3.4 100 100 21

Bermudian Landing (10) 189 1.0 53 58 19

Freshwater Creek Forest Reserve (16) 190 2.1 53 59 15

Shipstern Nature Reserve (15) 242 2.0 53 56 26

number of species to Chan Chich and La Milpa, 
and more species than Bermudian Landing, 
Shipstern Nature Reserve, and Freshwater Creek. 
Tikal, Hill Bank, La Milpa and Chan Chich are all 
well-sampled sites and possess old-growth forest 
little-disturbed by humans or hurricanes because 
they are further inland than the other two sites. 
The fewer species recorded at Bermudian Land
ing and Freshwater Creek reflects less sampling 
effort and lack of extensive tall forest habitat com
pared to the other four sites. After Tikal, Hill Bank 
has the greatest percentage of unique species, prob
ably reflecting its greater hab itat diversity 
compared with other sites. Hill Bank has more bird 
species and core species (species found at three or 
more sites) in common with Tikal, Chan Chich 
Lodge and La Milpa Research Station than Ber
mudian Landing, Shipstern Nature Reserve and 
Freshwater Creek Forest Reserve. All sites held 
similar proportions of migrants, except Freshwa
ter Creek Forest Reserve whose lower proportion 
of migrants was probably due to lack of sampling.
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T a b l e  3 .  T h e  b i r d s  o f  H i l l  B a n k ,  B e l i z e .

F i e l d w o r k  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  J a n u a r y – A p r i l ,  1 9 9 4 – 1 9 9 6 .  

T h e s e  m o n t h s  s p a n  t h e  d r y  s e a s o n  i n  B e l i z e  a n d  d o  n o t  

i n c l u d e  t h e  p e a k  p e r i o d s  o f  p a s s a g e  o f  n o r t h e r n  

m i g r a n t s .  F i e l d w o r k  i n  o t h e r  m o n t h s  w o u l d  h a v e  

y i e l d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e c o r d s  a n d  a  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  

a c c o u n t  o f  l o c a l  m o v e m e n t s ,  h a b i t a t  u s e ,  a n d  r e l a t i v e  

a b u n d a n c e .

A s  w e  c o n d u c t e d  s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  l o g g i n g  

o n  f o r e s t  a n d  f o r e s t  b i r d s  i n  b r o a d l e a f  f o r e s t  d u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d 21,22 w e  c o m p i l e d  t h i s  l i s t .  W e  u s e d  p o i n t 

c o u n t i n g  a n d  m i s t - n e t t i n g  a s  b i r d  s u r v e y i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  

f o r  o u r  s t u d y .  W e  a l s o  m i s t - n e t t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  

e a c h  y e a r  i n  t h e  s c r u b  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  o l d  H i l l  B a n k  

l o g g i n g  c a m p .  O t h e r  h a b i t a t s  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  m o r e  

c a s u a l l y .  M o s t  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  c h e c k l i s t  w e r e  

e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  t h e  f i r s t  o r  b o t h  a u t h o r s  e x c e p t  f o r  1 9  

s p e c i e s  r e c o r d e d  a t  H i l l  B a n k  b y  R u s s e l l 20 . H a b i t a t ,  

a b u n d a n c e  a n d  s t a t u s  c o d e s  a r e  l i s t e d  b e l o w .

Habitats:
Bf  Broadleaf forest 
Ps  Pine ridge and savanna 
M  Marsh (including mangrove swamp)
Sc  Scrub (at Hill Bank and along roads)

Abundance codes9:
a few individuals many individuals
encountered on: encountered on:

C Common >90%  of days >50%  o f days

F Fairly common 50– 90% o f days 10– 50% of days
U Uncommon 10– 50% o f days <10%  of days

R Rare <10%  of days -

X Extremely rare 10 o r fewer records fo r area

Status codes11:
sr summer resident (breeding late March–September) 
nm Neotropical–Nearctic migrant (non-breeding visitor primarily 

October– March although some individuals may be present 
year-round) 

r breeding resident
t  neotropical migrant mainly transient (present during 

migration, A pril– early June and/or August– September 
v non-breeding vis itor that may occur in any season, mainly 

coastal waterbird species
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FAMILY H a b ita t *S ta tu s
S p e c ie s  / s c ie n t i f i c  n a m e Bf Sc Ps M

TINA M ID AE
G r e a t  T in am o u  Tinamus major C R r
S la ty -b re a s te d  T in am o u  Crypturellus boucardi F F r
Little  T in am o u  Crypturellus soui R C r
T h ic k e t T in am o u  Crypturellus cinnam om eus U r

PO D ICIPED ID A E
L east G re b e  Tachybaptus dom inicus X 20 ?

Pied-billed G re b e  Podilymbus podiceps R n m + t

PELECANIDAE
B row n Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis X V

PH A L A C R O C O R A C ID A E
N e o tro p ic  C o r m o ra n t  Phalacrocorax brasilianus c r

A N H IN G ID A E
A nhinga Anhinga anhinga R r

FREGATIDAE
M agnificent F rigateb ird  Fregata magnifícens X V

ARDEIDAE
A m erican  B itte rn  Botaurus lentiginosus X 20 nm

L east B itte rn  Ixobrychus exilis R r?
B a re -th ro a te d  T ig e r-He ro n  Tigrisoma m exicanum R R r
G r e a t  Blue H e ro n  Ardea herodias R nm

G r e a t  E gre t Egretta alba C r
S now y E gret Egretta thula C nm
Little Blue H e ro n  Egretta caerulea C n m + t
T r ic o lo re d  H e ro n  Egretta tricolor F ?

C a ttle  E g re t Bubulcus ibis R R r
G re e n  H e ro n  Butorides striatus R F r
Y ello w -c ro w n e d  N ig h t-He ro n  Nycticorax violaceus r
B oat-b illed  H e ro n  Cochlearius cochlearius r
W h ite  Ibis Eudocimus albus R V?

C IC O N IID A E
Jab iru  Jabiru mycteria R R U r
W o o d  S to rk  M ycteria americana R r?

CA TH A RTID A E

Black V u ltu re  Coragyps atratus C C r
T u rk e y  V ultu r e  Cathartes aura C C r
L esse r  Y e llo w -h ead ed  V u ltu re  Cathartes burrovianus U U r

King V u ltu re  Sarcoram phus papa U r

AN A TID A E
Black-bellied W h istlin g -D u ck  Dendrocygna autumnalis U r?
M uscovy D u ck  Cairina m oschata R r
N o r th e r n  Pintail Anas acuta X 20 t
L e sser  Scaup Aythya affinis X 20 t

A CCIPITRIDA E
O s p re y  Pandion haliaetus X nm
G re y -h e a d e d  K ite Leptodon cayanensis R R r
H oo k -b illed  K ite Chondrohierax uncinatus R R r

Sw allow -ta iled  K ite Elanoides forficatus R R R t
W h ite -ta ile d  K ite Elanus leucurus C r
Snail K ite  Rostrham us sociabilis C r

D o u b le - to o th e d  K ite Harpagus bidentatus U U r
P lu m b eo u s K ite Ictinia plum bea U U sr
B lack-co llared  H aw k Busarellus nigricollis R r

C ra n e  H aw k G eranospiza caerulescens U U r
W h ite  H aw k Leucopternis albicollis U r
G r e a t  Black H aw k Buteogallus urubitinga U U R r

G re y  H aw k Asturnia nitidus C C C r
R oadside  H aw k Buteo magnirostris U C C r

F A M IL Y  H a b i t a t  * S t a t u s

S p e c i e s  / s c ie n t i f i c  n a m e Bf Sc Ps M

S h o rt- ta iled  H aw k Buteo brachyurus C C r
W h ite -ta ile d  H aw k Buteo albicaudatus R R r
Black H aw k-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus R R r

O r n a te  H aw k-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus U r

FA LCO N ID A E

Laughing Falcon H erpe totheres cachinnans F F r
B arred  F o re s t-Falcon  M icrastur ruficollis U r
C o lla re d  F o re s t-Falcon  M icrastur sem itorquatus U U r
A m erican  K e stre l Falco sparverius R R nm
Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis R C U r
A p lo m ad o  Falcon Falco femoralis R U r
P e reg rin e  Falcon Falco peregrinus R R X nm

C R A C IDAE
Plain C hacha laca  Ortalis vetula U C r
C r e s te d  G uan Penelope purpurascens U r
G r e a t  C u ra s so w  Crax rubra U r

PHASIANIDAE
O c e lla te d  T u rk e y  M eleagris ocellata X r

O D O N T O P H O R ID A E
S p o tte d  W o o d -q u a il Odontophorus guttatus X r

Y uca tan  B obw hite  Colinus nigrogularis U r

RALLIDAE

R uddy C ra k e  Laterallus ruber C C r
G re y -n e c k e d  W o o d - Rail Aram ides cajonea u C C r
U nifo rm  C ra k e  Am aurolim nas concolor R R r
S o ra  Porzana carolina X 20 nm
A m erican  C o o t  Fulica americana X 20 nm

H ELIO RN ITHIDAE
S u n g reb e  Heliornis fu lica U r

ARAMI DAE
Limpkin Aram us guarauna C r

CH ARADRIID AE
K illdeer Charadrius vociferus R n m + t
A m erican  G o ld e n  P lo v er Pluvialis dominica X t

RECURVIROSTRIDAE
B lack-necked  Stilt H im antopus m exicanus X 20 ?

JA CA N ID A E
N o r th e r n  Jacana  Jacana spinosa C r

SC O LO PA C ID A E
G r e a te r  Y ellow legs Tringa m elanoleuca R t

L esse r  Y ellow legs Tringa flavipes U t
Solitary  S an d p ip er Tringa solitaria U nm
W ille t  Catoptrophorus sem ipalm atus R20 t

S p o tte d  S an d p ip er Actitis macularia U nm
P ec to ra l S an d p ip er Calidris m elanotos X t

LARIDAE
H e rrin g  Gull Larus argentatus X 20 t
Black T e rn  Chlidonias niger X 20 t

CO LUM BID AE
P ale-v en ted  Pigeon Columba cayennensis C C r
Scaled P igeon Columba speciosa C C r

Red-billed  P igeon Columba flavirostris C C r
Sh o rt-b illed  P igeon Columba nigrirostris C r
M ourn ing  D o v e  Zenaida macroura X 20 t

P la in -b reasted  G ro u n d -d o v e  Columbina m inuta U r
R uddy G ro u n d  D o v e  Columbina talpacoti U r
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F A M IL Y H a b i t a t * S t a t u s

S p e c i e s  / s c ie n t i f i c  n a m e Bf Sc Ps M

Blue G ro u n d -d o v e  Claravis pretiosa F C r
W h ite - t ip p e d  D o v e  Leptotila verreauxi F U r
G re y -h e a d e d  D o v e  Leptotila plum beiceps C r
R uddy Q u a il-d o v e  Geotrygon m ontana C r

PSITTACIDAE
O liv e - th ro a te d  P a ra k e e t  Aratinga astec C C r
B ro w n -h o o d e d  P a r ro t  Pionopsitta haem atotis C U r
W h ite -c ro w n e d  P a r ro t  Pionus senilis C C r
W h ite - f ro n te d  P a r ro t  A m azona  albifrons C C r
Y ello w -lo red  P a r ro t  A m a zo n a  xantholora R U r
R e d -lo re d  P a r ro t  A m azona  autumnalis C C r
M ealy P a r ro t  A m a zo n a  farinosa U r
Y ello w -h ead ed  P a r ro t  A m azona  oratrix U U U r

CU CU LID AE
Squirre l C u c k o o  Piaya cayana C C r
S trip ed  C u c k o o  Tapera naevia U r

P h easan t C u c k o o  Dromococcyx phasianellus X r
G ro o v e -b ille d  Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris U r

T Y T O N ID A E
Barn O w l Tyto alba X r

STRIGIDAE
V erm icu la ted  S c ree c h -Owl Otus guate malae C r
C e n tra l A m erican  Pygm y-Owl Glaucidium  griseiceps R r
M o ttled  O w l Ciccaba virgata C U r
B lack-and-w hite  O w l Ciccaba nigrolineata U r

CAPRIM ULGIDAE
L esser N igh thaw k  Chordeiles acutipennis R nm
P au raq u e  Nyctidrom us albicollis C ? C r
Y ucatan  Poorw ill Nyctiphryn us yucatanicus X X r
Y ucatan  N ig h tja r  Caprimulgus badius X X r

NYCTIBIIDAE
N o r th e r n  P o to o  Nyctibius jam aicensi s X r

A PO D ID A E
W h ite -c o lla re d  Swift Streptoprocne zonaris X X r?
V aux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi U U r?
L e sser  Sw allow -ta iled  Sw ift Panyptila cayennensis F F r

TRO CH ILID A E

Long-tailed H e rm it  Phaethornis superciliosus U r
Little H e rm it Phaethornis longuem areus C r
S ca ly -b reasted  H um m ingb ird  Phaeochroa cuvierii R r
W ed g e-ta iled  Sabrew ing  Cam pylopterus curvipennis U r
W h ite -n e c k e d  Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora R U r
B row n V io le te a r  Colibri delphinae R20 V
G re e n -b re a s te d  M ango Anthracothorax prevostii U r
C a n iv e t’s E m erald  Chlorostilbon canivetii R r
W h ite -b e llie d  Em erald Am azilia candida C U r
A z u re -c ro w n e d  H um m ingb ird  Am azilia cyanocephala R R r
R ufous-tailed  H um m ingb ird  Am azilia tzacatl C C C r
Buff-bellied H um m ingb ird  Am azilia yucatanensis R r
P u rp le -c ro w n e d  Fairy Heliothryx barroti R R

T R O G O N ID A E
B lack-headed  T ro g o n  Trogon m elanocephalus C C r
V io laceous T ro g o n  Trogon violaceus C C r
C o lla re d  T ro g o n  Trogon collaris F r
Slaty-tailed T ro g o n  Trogon m assena C r

M O M O TID A E

T o d y  M o tm o t H ylom anes m om otula R r
B lu e-c ro w n ed  M o tm o t M om otus m om ota U r

F A M IL Y H a b i t a t * S t a t u s

S p e c i e s  /  s c ie n t i f i c  n a m e Bf Sc Ps M

A LCED IN ID AE
Ringed K ingfisher Ceryle torquata R C r
B elted  K ingfisher Ceryle alcyon R nm
A m azon  K ingfisher Chloroceryle am azona R C r
G re e n  K ingfisher Chloroceryle americana U U r

A m erican  Pygmy K ingfisher Chloroceryle aenea U U r

B U C C O N ID A E

W h ite -n e c k e d  Puffbird N o th a rc h u s  macrorhynchus R R r
W h ite -w h isk e re d  Puffbird M alacoptila panam ensis U r

GALBULIDAE
R ufous-ta iled  Jacam ar Galbula ruficauda U r

RAM PHASTIDAE
C o lla re d  A ra cari Pteroglossus torquatus C U r
K eel-billed T o u c a n  Ram phastos sulfuratus C C r
E m erald  T o u c a n e t  Aulacorhynchus prasinus X 20 r?

PICIDAE

A c o rn  W o o d p e c k e r  M elanerpes formicivorus C r
B lack-cheeked  W o o d p e c k e r  M elanerpes pucherani C r
G o ld e n -f ro n te d  W o o d p e c k e r  M elanerpes aurifrons U r
Y ellow -bellied  S a p su ck er Sphyrapicus varius R nm
L ad d er-b ack ed  W o o d p e c k e r  Picoides scalaris U r
S m o k y -b ro w n  W o o d p e c k e r  Veniliornis fum igatus U R r
G o ld en -o liv e  W o o d p e c k e r  Piculus rubiginosus U U r
C h e s tn u t-c o lo u re d  W o o d p e c k e r  Celeus castaneus U R r
L ineated  W o o d p e c k e r  Dryocopus lineatus U C r

Pale-billed W o o d p e c k e r  Cam pephilus guatem alensis C r

FURNARIIDAE
R u fo u s-b re a s te d  Spinetail Synallaxis erythrothorax R C r?
B u ff-th ro a ted  Foliage-g leaner Autom olus ochrolaemus R r
Plain X e n o p s  X enops m inutus C U r
S ca ly -th ro a ted  L e a fto sse r  Sclerurus guatem alensis U r

D E N D R O C O L A PT ID A E
T aw ny-w inged  W o o d c re e p e r  Dendrocincla anabatina C U r
R uddy W o o d c re e p e r  Dendrocincla homochroa C r
O liv aceo u s W o o d c re e p e r  Sittasom us griseicapillus C R r

W e d g e-b illed  W o o d c re e p e r  Glyphorynchus spirurus R r
S trong-b illed  W o o d c re e p e r

X iphocolaptes prom eropirhynchus X r
N o r th e r n  B arred  W o o d c re e p e r

D endrocolaptes sanctithom ae U r
Ivory-billed W o o d c re e p e r  Xiphorhynchus flavigaster C R r
S tre a k -h ea d e d  W o o d c re e p e r  Lepidocolaptes souleyetii X R r

TH A M N O PH ILID A E
G r e a t  A n tsh rik e  Taraba major X r
B a rre d  A n tsh rik e  Tham nophilus doliatus R C r
Plain A n tv ire o  Dysitham nus mentalis X r

D o t-w in g ed  A n tw re n  M icrorhopias quixensis c R r
D usky  A n tb ird  Cercomacra tyrannina u R r

FORM ICARIDAE
Black-faced A n tth ru sh  Formicarius analis c U r

TY RA N N ID A E
Y ellow -bellied  T y ra n n u le t  Ornithion sem iflavum c r
N o r th e r n  B eard less  T y ra n n u le t  C am ptostom a im berbe U U r

G re e n ish  Elaenia M yiopagis viridicata c U r
Y ellow -bellied  Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster R C U? r
O c h re -b e llie d  F lycatcher M ionectes oleagineus C U r
S ep ia-capped  F lycatcher Leptopogon am aurocephalus R r
N o r th e r n  Bentbill O ncostom a cinereigulare C C r
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F A M IL Y H a b i t a t * S t a t u s

S p e c i e s  / s c ie n t i f i c  n a m e Bf Sc Ps M

S la te -h ea d e d  T o d y -Fly ca tc h er  Poecilotriccus sylvia R r
C o m m o n  T o d y -fly c a tc h e r  Todirostrum cinereum U U r
Eye-ringed  Flatbill Rhynchocyclus brevirostris C r
Y ellow -olive F lycatcher Tolmomyias sulphurescens C C r
S tub-ta iled  Spadebill Platyrinchus cancrominus c r
Royal F ly catch er Onychorhynchus coronatus R U r

R uddy-tailed  F lycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus R r
S u lp h u r-ru m p e d  F lycatcher Myiobius sulphureipygius U r
E aste rn  W o o d  P e w e e  Contopus virens U U t
T ro p ica l P e w e e  Contopus cinereus U U r
Y ellow -bellied  F lycatcher Empidonax flaviventris C nm
A cadian  F ly catch er Em pidonax virescens X t
L east F ly catch er Em pidonax m inim us C nm
V erm ilion  F lycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus U C r
B rig h t-ru m p ed  A ttila  Attila spadiceus C U r
S peckled  M o u rn e r  Laniocera rufescens U r
R ufous M o u rn e r  Rhytipterna holerythra U r
D u sk y -cap p ed  F lycatcher M yiarchus tuberculifer C C r

Y ucatan  F ly catch er Myiarchus yucatanensis R U r
G re a t-C re s te d  F ly catch er M yiarchus crinitus C F nm
B ro w n -c re s te d  F lycatcher M yiarchus tyrannulus U U r
G r e a t  K iskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus R C F r
B oat-b illed  F lycatcher M egarynchus pitangua U U r
Social F lycatcher M yiozete tes similis F C C r
S tre a k e d  F lycatcher M yiodynastes m aculatus U U s r
Sulphur-bellied  F lycatcher M yiodynastes luteiventris U sr
Piratic  F ly catch er Legatus leucophaius R sr

T ro p ica l K ingbird Tyrannus m e lancho lias C C r
C o u c h ’s K ingbird Tyrannus couchii U U r
E aste rn  K ingbird Tyrannus tyrannus R t
F o rk -ta iled  F ly catch er Tyrannus savana R C U r
(incertae sedis)
C in n am o n  B ecard  Pachyramphus cinnam om eus X 20 r

G re y -co lla re d  B ecard  Pachyramphus major R X r
R o s e - th ro a te d  B ecard  Pachyramphus aglaiae R R r
M asked T ity ra  Tityra sem ifasciata U r

B lack -c ro w n ed  T ity ra  Tityra inquisitor X20 r
Rufous Piha Lipaugus unirufus R r
T h ru sh -lik e  Schiffornis Schiffornis turdinus C r

PIPRIDAE
W h ite -c o lla re d  M anakin M anacus candei U r

R ed -c ap p e d  M anakin Pipra m entalis C U r

V IREON ID AE
W h ite -e y e d  V ireo  Vireo griseus R U nm
M angrove V ireo  Vireo p allens R C r
Y e llo w -th ro a te d  V ireo  Vireo flavifrons R nm

R ed -ey ed  V ireo  Vireo olivaceus C C t
Y ello w -g reen  V ireo  Vireo flavoviridis U C am
T a w n y -c ro w n e d  G re e n le t  Hylophilus ochraceiceps C r

L e sser  G re e n le t  Hylophilus decurtatus C U r
G re e n  S h rik e -v ireo  Vireolanius pulchellus C r
R u fo u s-b ro w ed  P e p p e rsh r ik e  Cyclarhis gujanensis R U r

CO RV ID AE
G re e n  Jay Cyanocorax yncas R R r

B row n Jay Cyanocorax morio C C C r
Y ucatan  Jay Cyanocorax yucatanicus X20 X20 r

H IRU N D IN ID A E
P u rp le  M artin  Progne subis C t
G r e y -b re a s te d  M artin  Progne chalybea C C sr
T re e  Sw allow  Tachycineta bicolor U U nm
M angrove Sw allow  Tachycineta albilinea C C r
N o r th e r n  R ough-w inged  Sw allow

Stelgidopteryx serripennis U R U nm
Bank S w allow  Riparia riparia R t
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Barn Sw allow  Hirundo rustica U U t

TR O G L O D Y T ID A E
S p o t-b re a s te d  W re n  Thryothorus maculipectus C C r
H o u se  W re n  Troglodytes aedon U r
W h ite -b e llie d  W re n  Uropsila leucogastra C U r
W h ite -b re a s te d  W o o d -w re n  Henicorhina leucosticta C r

SYLVIIDAE

Long-billed G n a tw re n  R am phocaenus melanurus C r
B lue-grey  G n a tc a tc h e r  Polioptila caerulea U C nm  +  r
T ro p ica l G n a tc a tc h e r  Polioptila plum bea C r

TU RDID AE
S w ain so n ’s T h ru sh  Catharus ustulatus R t
W o o d  T h ru sh  Hylocichla m ustelina C nm
C la y -c o lo re d  R obin Turdus grayi R U r
W h ite - th r o a te d  Robin Turdus assimilis R r

MIMIDAE
G re y  C a tb ird  D um etella  carolinensis C C C nm
T ro p ic a l M ockingbird  M im us gilvus C r

PARULIDAE

B lue-w inged W a rb le r  Vermivora pinus R U nm
T e n n e sse e  W a rb le r  Vermivora peregrina R R nm
N o r th e r n  Paru la  Parula americana U U nm

Y ellow  W a rb le r  Dendroica petechia U U nm
C h e s tn u t-s id e d  W a rb le r  Dendroica pensylvanica C C C nm
M agnolia W a rb le r  Dendroica magnolia C C C nm
Y ello w -ru m p ed  W a rb le r  Dendroica coronata X nm
B la c k -th ro a te d  G re e n  W a rb le r  Dendroica virens C U nm
B lackburnian W a rb le r  Dendroica fusca X20 t
Y e llo w -th ro a te d  W a rb le r  Dendroica dominica R U nm
G ra c e ’s W a rb le r  Dendroica graciae C r
B a y -b reasted  W a rb le r  Dendroica castanea U t
B lack-and-w hite  W a rb le r  M niotilta varia C U nm
A m erican  R e d s ta r t  Setophaga ruticilla C C nm
P ro th o n o ta ry  W a rb le r  Protonotaria citrea X t
W o rm -e a tin g  W a rb le r  Helmitheros vermivorum U nm
S w ainson’s W a rb le r  Limnothlypis swainsonii X X nm
O v e n b ird  Seiurus aurocapilla U C nm

N o r th e r n  W a te r th r u s h  Seiurus noveboracensis U U nm
Louisiana W a te r th r u s h  Seiurus m o ta d la C R nm
K entucky  W a rb le r  Oporornis form osus C nm

C o m m o n  Y e llo w th ro a t Geothlypis trichas C C C  nm
G re y -c ro w n e d  Y e llo w th ro a t Geothlypis poliocephala C C r
H o o d e d  W a rb le r  W ilsonia citrina C C nm

G o ld e n -c ro w n e d  W a rb le r  Basileuterus culicivorus R r
Y e llo w -b re a s te d  C h a t  Icteria virens U U nm
G r e y - th ro a te d  C h a t  Granatellus sallaei U r

T H RAUPIDAE
S crub  E uphon ia  Euphonia affinis X R r?
Y e llo w -th ro a te d  E uphonia Euphonia hirundinacea C C r
O liv e-b ack ed  E uphonia Euphonia gouldi C R r
G o ld e n -h o o d e d  T an a g e r Tangara larvata R R r?
R ed-legged  H o n e y c re e p e r  Cyanerpes cyaneus C U r?
B lue-grey  T a n a g e r Thraupis episcopus U r
Y ellow -w inged  T an a g e r Thraupis abbas R U r?
G re y -h e a d e d  T a n a g e r Eucom etis penicillata U r
B lack -th ro a te d  S hrike -Ta n a g er Lanio aurantius C r
R e d -c ro w n e d  A n t-Ta n a g er Habia rubica C r
R e d - th ro a te d  A n t-Ta n a g er Habia fuscicauda C U r
R o s e - th ro a te d  T an a g e r Piranga roseogularis R R r
H e p a tic  T a n a g e r Piranga flava C r

S u m m e r T a n a g e r Piranga rubra F C nm
S carle t T a n a g e r  Piranga oliva cea R t
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EMBERIZIDAE
B lue-black G ra s sq u it  Volatinia jacarina U U r

V ariable S e e d e a te r  Sporophila aurita U U r

W h ite -c o lla re d  S e e d e a te r  Sporophila torqueola R C C r

Thick-billed S eed-Finch Oryzoborus funereus U U r

O live  S p a rro w  Arrem onops rufivirgatus C C r
G re e n -b a c k e d  S p a rro w  Arrem onops chloronotus C C r

B o tte r i ’s S p a rro w  Aimophila botterii U U r

C hipping  S p a rro w  Spizella Passerina U U r
G ra s s h o p p e r  S p a rro w  Am m odram us savannarum U r

CA RD IN ALIDA E
G rey ish  S a lta to r  Saltator coerulescens X20 r

B lack-headed  S a lta to r  Saltator atriceps C C r

Black-faced G ro sb e a k  Caryothraustes poliogaster C r

N o r th e r n  C ard in a l Cardinalis cardinalis U r

R o se -b re a s te d  G ro sb e a k  Pheucticus ludovicianus X t

Blue-black G ro sb e a k  Cyanocompsa cyanoides C C r

Blue Bunting Cyanocompsa parellina U U r

Blue G ro sb e a k  Guiraca caerulea U U nm
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Indigo B unting Passerina cyanea R C C nm

D ickcissel Spiza americana U t

ICTERIDAE
R ed-w inged  B lackbird Agelaius phoeniceus X U r

E aste rn  M ead o w lark  Sturnella m agna X U r

M elod ious B lackbird Dives dives C r

G re a t- ta i le d  G rack le  Quiscalus m exicanus C R r

B lack-cow led  O r io le  Icterus dominicensis C U r

O r c h a rd  O r io le  Icterus spurius U C nm

H o o d e d  O r io le  Icterus cucullatus U r
Y ellow -backed  O r io le  Icterus chrysater U r

Y ellow -ta iled  O r io le  Icterus m esom elas U U U r

A ltam ira  O r io le  Icterus gularis R r

B altim o re  O r io le  Icterus galbula C C C nm

Y ellow -billed  C ac iq u e  Amblycercus holosericeus R F r

M o n tezu m a O ro p e n d o la  Psarocolius m o n tezu m a C C r

FRINGILLIDAE
Red C ro ssb ill Loxia curvirostra X 20 r




