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Range extension for
Crimson-crested
Woodpecker in coastal
Paraiba, north-east Brazil

Crimson-crested Woodpecker
Campephilus melanoleucos is
fairly common from Panama
across northern and central South
America’. In Brazil, the species
inhabits forest, tall second growth,
palm groves and plantations*®.

During avifaunal monitoring
work in the vicinity of an
industrial area, during 2012-13
(total effort 28 days), we
observed several Crimson-
crested Woodpeckers in the
municipality of Conde, northern
Paraiba, north-east Brazil. The
first records were on 24 and 29
June 2012, when IPF observed
a pair in the canopy of riparian
forest (07°14’10”S 34°53'81"W;
36 m). On 15-16 May 2013, c.2
km to the west, we observed
another individual, and on 7
December 2013 IPF observed and
tape-recorded (www.xeno-canto.
org; XC 168699) one in a canopy
tree along the rio Agua Boa, a
tributary of the rio Gramame,
within a mosaic of restinga,
tabuleiro woodland, riverine forest
and sugarcane, on the coast of
Paraiba®

Our observations extend the
species’ range to coastal Paraiba.
The rio Agua Boa is ¢.240 km
south-east of Santana do Matos,
Rio Grande do Norte (www.
wikiaves.com; WA239452), ¢.300
km east of Sertdo de Piranhas

in Paraiba®, and 500 km from
Milagres, Ceara®, the three closest
localities reported for the species.
Surveys of the tabuleiros and
remnant Atlantic Forest in coastal
Paraiba and Rio Grande do Norte,
where the species is presently
unknown®% may yield further
records.
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