DETAILED ITINERARY

(As at 22 February 2017)

NBC FUNDRAISER: MEXICO’s BETTER ENDEMICS
With LEGACY TOURS

Central Mexico: From Coast to Coast
Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo to Veracuz

8 to 23 April, 2018
[A Note on Tour cost and booking:
Please see “Tour details: NBC Mexico Fundraising Tour 2018” (22/2/2017) on the Club’s website for tour cost and other information. 
This tour is operated by Legacy Tours and all bookings must be placed through their website: http://www.legacy-tours.com -click on “Tour Information” and go to “Registration Form”. NB a deposit of $500 applies to this tour.]

Sunday, April 8th- Day 1:
We use a comfortable hotel within a standard taxi ride from Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo airport; lodging this night is included in the tour price, however food, drinks and extras this day are not part of the package. Birding at and near the hotel is excellent with West Mexican Chachalaca, Squirrel [West-Mexican] Cuckoo, Colima Pygmy-Owl, Citreoline Trogon, Russet-crowned Motmot, Golden-cheeked Woodpecker, White-fronted Parrot, Sclater’s Wren, Rufous-backed Robin, Red-breasted Chat, Orange-breasted Bunting, Streak-backed Oriole and Yellow-winged Cacique.
Monday/Tuesday, April 9th & 10th- Days 2 & 3:
We base two additional nights in Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo. The vicinity is rich in coastal lagoons, freshwater marshes and intact lowland dry-forest woodlands- all of which provide fine birding throughout the day. Lesser Ground-Cuckoo, Golden-crowned Emerald, Yellow-headed Parrot, Flammulated Flycatcher, Bell’s & Golden vireos, San Blas Jay, Happy, Sinaloa and White-bellied [Colima] wrens, Yellow-breasted Chat, Ruddy-breasted Seedeater, Blue Bunting, Black-vented and Spot-breasted orioles and Scrub [Pale-vented] Euphonia all occur in proper habitat.
Wednesday, April 11th- Day 4:
One final morning in the arid semi-deciduous habitat, followed by brunch, and then a drive of several hours to Atoyac de Alvarez. We include one birding stop in our travels, though mid-to-late afternoon is generally less rewarding. We hope to see Doubleday’s Hummingbird, White-throated Magpie-Jay, Northern [Long-crested] Cardinal, Olive [Acapulco] Sparrow and Varied Bunting.
Thursday/Friday/Saturday, April 12th, 13th & 14th- Days 5, 6 & 7:

We spend three days in the foothills, middle and upper elevations of the endemic rich Sierra Madre del Sur. While in these mountains we hope to encounter more than one hundred species of passerines. In addition, the area is the best location to encounter a number of highly prized Mexican birds- Long-tailed Wood-Partridge, Singing Quail, Solitary Eagle, Pheasant Cuckoo, White-faced Quail-Dove, Mexican Hermit, Mexican Violet-ear, Short-crested Coquette, Amethyst-throated, Sparkling-tailed and White-tailed hummingbirds, Wagler’s Toucanet, Grey-crowned Woodpecker, Lilac-crowned Parrot, Northern [Sheffler’s] Barred-Woodcreeper, Ruddy Foliage-gleaner, Grey-collared Becard, Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo, Green and Unicoloured jays, White-throated [Mexican] Thrush, Rufous-backed Robin, Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer, Common [White-fronted] Bush Tanager, Flame-coloured and Red-headed tanagers and Audubon’s [Dickey’s] Oriole. We return for dinner and lodging each night at Atoyac de Alvarez.
Sunday/Monday, April 15th & 16th- Days 8 & 9:

We visit the coastal plain early in the day where we may find Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Ruddy Crake, White-throated Flycatcher and Greyish [Vigor’s] Saltator. By late morning we travel inland to Chilpancingo. We stay the next two nights at a comfortable tourist hotel in this city. After checking-in we depart for the slopes of Sierra Madre de Guerrero. This area holds dry pines with scrubby patches allowing some species to be more easily seen: Slaty Vireo, White-throated Jay, Brown-backed Solitaire, Orange-billed Nightingale-thrush, Blue Mockingbird, Rusty Sparrow, Chestnut-capped and Rufous-capped brushfinches and Collared Towheee. The following day we approach the same mountain range from a different access raod. The lower slopes hold Lesser Roadrunner, Great Swallow-tailed Swift, Dusky Hummingbird, Grey-breasted Woodpecker, Pileated Flycatcher, Boucard’s and Banded wrens, Grey Silky-Flycatcher, Yellow Grosbeak, Rusty-crowned Ground Sparrow and Black-chested Sparrow. The upper slopes hold Garnet-throated, Calliope and Berylline hummingbirds, Mountain Trogon, White-striped and Spot-crowned woodcreepers, Pine and Buff-breasted flycatchers, Plumbeous, Cassin’s  and Warbling [Western] vireos, Russet-Nightingale-Thrush, Black and Aztec thrushes, Elegant Euphonia and Black-headed Siskin. We stay a second night in Chilpancingo.
Birding this Sierra Madre mountain range during early April allows encounters with a great number of “Western” wood warblers including Ovenbird, Louisiana and Northern waterthrushes, Black-and-white, Crescent-chested, Tennessee, Orange-crowned, Nashville, MacGillivray’s, Yellow, Audubo’s, Grace’s, Black-throated Grey, Townsend’s, Hermit, Black-throated Green, Fan-tailed, Rufous-capped, Golden-crowned, Wilson’s, Red-faced and Red warblers, Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, Painted and Slate-throated whitestarts and Tropical Parula.
Tuesday/Wednesday, April 17th & 18th - Days 10 & 11:
The following day we travel to Iquala for two nights at a comfortable city hotel. We are here to try for a few key birds including Banded Quail, Buff-collared Nightjar, Balsas Screech-Owl and Slate-blue [Blue] Seedeater. In addition two difficult wintering species, Grey Flycatcher and Grace’s Warbler, can be found with good fortune. Towards the end of the second day based in Iquala we drive to the city of Taxco to search for Sinaloa Martin soaring above the city as daylight turns to dusk.

Thursday/Friday, April 19th & 20th - Days 12 & 13:
Early in the day we explore streamside woodland that Michael discovered. Birding can be electrifying when the sun first warms the treetops. The oaks are home to Grey-collared Becard, Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo, Grey-barred Wren, Green-striped Brushfinch, Red Crossbill and Hooded Grosbeak. By mid-morning we depart for the State of Mexico, staying the night near Rio Lerma marshes at a comfortable hotel. The following morning has us visiting the wetlands trying to locate Striped Sparrow, Black-polled Yellowthroat, Bi-coloured [Red-winged] Blackbird, as well as Sora, Aztec and Virginia rails. Following late morning brunch we travel a short distance into the State of Morelos to look for Strickland’s Woodpecker, Transvolcanic Jay and Sierra Madre Sparrow. We stay the night at a hotel along a barranca that has been used by White-naped Swift as they travel the aerial corridor each evening.

Wintering migrants form western North America are still present in Mexico during early April and they will have molted into “high” plumage. Indigo, Lazuli and Painted buntings can be found in this habitat, and the genus, Empidonax, is well represented with Willow, White-throated, Least, Hammond’s, Dusky, Grey, Pine, Pacific-slope, Cordilleran and Buff-breasted flycatchers.

Saturday/Sunday, April 21st & 22nd - Days 14 & 15:
In the morning we bird at the UNAM Botanical Garden on the southern edge of Mexico City to look for Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay, Hooded Yellowthroat, Black-chinned Sparrow and both Scott’s and Black-backed orioles. By late morning we begin a three-hour drive to Coatepec in Veracruz State for a one-night stay. The following morning we target Azure-crowned Hummingbird, Blue-capped Motmot, Gartered Trogon, Emerald Toucanet, Bronze-winged [Golden-olive] Woodpecker, Black-headed Nightingale-thrush, Yellow-winged Tanager, Rusty Sparrow and White-naped Brushfinch. Following lunch we continue on to Veracruz for the night with a stop along the way to look for Mexican Sheartail and Buff-belied Hummingbird in mixed scrub habitat.
Monday, April 23rd - Travel Day:
Many folks might take a “night flight” home. If this is the case for at least half of the group, we can enjoy an extra morning of birding before leaving on afternoon flights to Mexico City or evening flights to Houston/Dallas. Just a short distance south of the city seven good birds can be found at the Alvarado Wetlands: Pinnated Bittern, Bare-throated Tiger-Heron, Double-striped Thick-knee, Green-breasted Mango, Aplomado Falcon, Rufous-naped Wren and Ochre Oriole.
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