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Short Communications

First nesting data for 
Grey-capped Tyrannulet 
Phyllomyias griseocapilla
Grey-capped Tyrannulet 
Phyllomyias griseocapilla is 
endemic to the Brazilian Atlantic 
Forest11, where it mostly inhabits 
the interior and edge of forest 
between sea level and 1,850 m. 
Little is known concerning the 
species’ breeding biology5.

On 8 October 2011 we found a 
P. griseocapilla nest at Reserva 
Biológica da Serra do Japi, 
Jundiaí, São Paulo (23o14’27’’S, 
46o57’78’’W). The nest (Fig. 1), 
constructed mainly of Tillandsia 
usneoides (Bromeliaceae), was 
placed in a tree fork, 6 m above 
ground at the edge of secondary 
forest. Sensu Simon & Pacheco10, 
it can be classified as a closed/
globular/fork nest with a lateral 
entrance. Nestlings were observed 
in the nest and, during eight hours 
of observations, we noted that 
both adults fed the chicks, but the 
only item identified was a katydid 
(Tettigoniidae, Orthoptera).

Although Fitzpatrick et al.5 
stated that there are no data 
concerning the species’ breeding 
biology, Davis3 noted a male with 
an incubation patch. Furthermore, 
J. M. Costa (pers. comm. 2013) 
found adults feeding juveniles 
on 20 February 2010 at São Luiz 
do Paraitinga, São Paulo, and O. 
Silva (pers. comm. 2013) found a 
closed P. griseocapilla nest with 
at least two chicks, 5 m above 
the ground at Tapiraí, São Paulo, 
on 9 January 2011, but observed 

only one of the adults feeding the 
nestlings.

Many species of Phyllomyias 
build open-cup nests, e.g. Planalto 
P. fasciatus, Rough-legged P. 
burmeisteri, Sclater’s P. sclateri 
and Sooty-headed Tyrannulets P. 
griseiceps1,4–8. On the other hand, 
Greenish Tyrannulet P. virescens 
constructs a purse-shaped nest2,5,9. 
Both types are different from that 
registered in Jundiaí.

Acknowledgements
We thank José Fernando Pacheco 
and Ana Carolina de Carvalho for 
reviewing the manuscript.

References
1.	 Belton, W. (1985) Birds of Rio 

Grande do Sul, Brazil. Part 
2: Formicariidae through 
Corvidae. Bull. Amer. Mus. 
Nat. Hist. 180: 1–242. 

2.	 Castelino, M. A. & Saibene, C. 
A. (1989) Nidificación de aves 
em Misiones. Nuestras Aves 
20: 7–9. 

3.	 Davis, D. E. (1945) The 
occurrence of the incubation-
patch in some Brazilian 
birds. Wilson Bull. 57: 
188–190. 

4.	 Dinelli, L. (1918) Notas 
biológicas sobre aves del 
noroeste de la Argentina. 
Hornero 1: 140–147.

5.	 Fitzpatrick, J. W., Bates, J. 
M., Bostwick, K., Caballero, 
I., Clock, B., Farnsworth, 
A., Hosner, P., Joseph, L., 
Langham, G., Lebbin, D., 
Mobley, J., Robbins, M. 
B., Scholes, E., Tello, J., 

Walther, B. & Zimmer, K. J. 
(2004) Family Tyrannidae 
(tyrant-flycatchers). In: 
del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A. 
& Christie, D. A. (eds.) 
Handbook of the birds of the 
world, 9. Barcelona: Lynx 
Edicions. 

6.	 Gonzaga, L. P. & Castiglioni, 
G. (2007) A nest of Planalto 
Tyrannulet Phyllomyias 
fasciatus in Brazil. Cotinga 
28: 83. 

7.	 Hilty, S. L. & Brown, W. L. 
(1986) A guide to the birds 
of Colombia. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

8.	 Ihering, H. (1900) Catálogo 
crítico-comparativo dos 
ninhos e ovos das aves do 
Brasil. Rev. Mus. Paulista 4: 
191–300. 

9.	 Narosky, T. & Salvador, 
S. (1998) Nidificación 
de las aves argentinas. 
Buenos Aires: Asociación 
Ornitológica del Plata.

10.	 Simon, J. E. & Pacheco, 
S. (2005) On the 
standardization of nest 
descriptions of neotropical 
birds. Rev. Bras. Orn. 13: 
143–154.

11.	 Stotz, D. F., Fitzpatrick, J. W., 
Parker, T. A. & Moskovits, D. 
K. (1996) Neotropical birds: 
ecology and conservation. 
Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 

Bruno Garcia Piato
Av. Nicola Accieri, 707 Jardim 
Corrupira, Jundiaí, SP, 
13214-800, Brazil. E-mail: 
piatobio@gmail.com.

Olívia Suzuki de Carvalho
Rua Dr. Eloy Chaves, 194 
Santana, Pindamonhangaba, 
SP, 12403-080, Brazil. E-mail: 
oliviasuzuki@gmail.com.

Carlos Otávio Araujo Gussoni
Dpto. de Zoologia, Universidade 
Estadual Paulista, Av. 24-A, 
1515 Bela Vista, Rio Claro, 
SP, 13506-900, Brazil. E-mail: 
cogussoni@gmail.com.

Received 12 August 2014; final 
revision accepted 30 October 2014; 
published online 10 March 2015

Figure 1. Nest of Grey-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseocapilla, Jundiaí, São 
Paulo, Brazil, October 2011; frontal view (left, Carlos Gussoni) and lateral view 
(right, Bruno Piato); the arrow indicates the entrance hole.


