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Range extension of Puna Ibis 
Plegadis ridgwayi and new 
observations of Tamarugo 
Conebill Conirostrum 
tamarugense in northern Chile
During a visit to the high Andes 
of Atacama (II Región) in northern 
Chile, on 17 October 2009, en 
route to El Tatio we paused at 
Vado de Putana (22º31’S 68º02’W; 
4,286 m) where we observed two 
Puna Ibis Plegadis ridgwayi. To 
date, in Chile the species has 
only been found in I Región, with 
the southernmost population at 
Huasco Salar1,4. It mainly inhabits 
the altiplano region with a few 
birds descending to the coast at 
Arica3. Our observation extends 
the species’ range in the altiplano 
by c.350 km south.

On 18 October 2009, we 
observed two pairs of Tamarugo 
Conebill Conirostrum tamarugense 
in the Prosopis tamarugo forest 
by the main road between San 
Pedro de Atacama and Toconao 
(22º56’S 68º10’W; 2,399 m). They 
were observed 10 km south of 

San Pedro, constantly vocalising. 
The species is locally common 
during the breeding season in 
the P. tamarugo forest inland of 
Iquique, and it can also be found 
in oasis valleys near Arica. In the 
non-breeding season, the species 
moves to higher altitudes in the 
pre-puna shrub zone2. There is a 
previous record from the environs 
of Toconao, an observation in 
19885, but the species might be 
fairly common and could breed 
there.
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