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Photographic record of Cedar
Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum
from the Santa Marta
Mountains, Colombia
Although best known for its
endemic birds, the Sierra Nevada
de Santa Marta is an important
wintering area for Nearctic
migrants. Several vagrants have
also been recorded in recent
years®S,

On 2-7 January 2009, we
participated in a ProAves’ council
meeting at Reserva Natural de
Aves El Dorado, Santa Marta,
dpto. Magdalena, Colombia.

On 5 January 2009 at ¢.07h30,

a Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla
cedorum was observed on a power
line, ¢.50 m vertically above a
patchwork of natural montane
forest with invasive Mexican Pine
Pinus patula. Series’ of record
photographs / video recordings
were taken by PS and BH (e.g.
Fig. 1). The observation was
made along the San Lorenzo ridge
beside El Dorado Bird Reserve
(11°0621.32”N 74°03°18.39"W;
¢.2,540 m). The only possible
confusion species, Bohemian
Waxwing B. garrulus (which

is unknown in South America)
lacks pale undertail-coverts and
has strong yellow markings on
the primaries. Several of us are
familiar with Cedar Waxwing from
observations in North America or
(a vagrant) in the UK.

Cedar Waxwing is considered
a vagrant or accidental species
in South America®$, being known
from only a handful of published
records: a male collected on
13 January 1951 in the Perija
Mountains of Venezuela!, a female
collected on 8 February 1951 at
Nugqui, Chocé, Colombia’, a sight
record on 5 January 1983 at

A\

Buenaventura, Valle, Colombia?,
a flock of ¢.30 some of which were
illegally captured by local people

and photographed on 5-8 February

2005 at San Juan Nepomuceno,
Bolivar, Colombia?, and a dead
bird (specimen apparently not
retained) in the Netherlands
Antilles®. It is also reported as a
vagrant in Ecuador®. Our record
is the seventh published South
American record, the first for

the Santa Marta Mountains

(the highest elevation record to
date in South America), and the
first Colombian record based on
field photographs. A pattern is
emerging of sporadic January—
February records of this species
in South America, and it should
perhaps be looked for during cold
snaps further north, such as that
which occurred in late December
2008.

Acknowledgements

Thanks to Corporacion Auténoma
Regional del Magdalena for
research permissions issued to
ProAves, to ProAves and other
organisations for supporting the
cost of travel of the participants
to El Dorado Bird Reserve and for
EcoTurs Colombia for organising
our birding activities. Fabio Arjona
and Ignacio Gorgona shared this
observation.

References

1. Aveledo, R. H. & Pons, A.

R. (1952) Aves nuevas y
extensiones de distribucién

a Venezuela. Novedades
Cient., Contrib. Ocas. Mus.
Hist. Nat. La Salle, Ser. Zool.
7:23.

2. Buelvas-M., C., Eliécer-M., J.
& Strewe, R. (2006) Primer
registro del ala de cera
(Bombycilla cedrorum) para

\;-

el caribe Colombiano. Bol.
Soc. Antioquefia Orn. 16:
71-75.

3. Donegan T. M. & Huertas,

B. C. (2002) First mainland
record of Worm-eating
Warbler Helmitheros
vermivorus for Colombia.
Cotinga 17: 77-78.

4. Hilty, S. L. & Brown, W. L.
(1986) A guide to the birds
of Colombia. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

5. Remsen, J. V., Cadena, C. D.,
Jaramillo, A., Nores, M.,
Pacheco, J. F., Robbins, M.
B., Schulenberg, T. S., Stiles,
F. G., Stotz, D. F. & Zimmer,
K. J. (2009) A classification
of the bird species of South
America (version 13 January
2009). www.museum.lsu.
edu/~Remsen/SACCBaseline.
html.

6. Salaman, P., Donegan, T. &
Caro, D. (2008) Listado de
avifauna colombiana 2008.
Conserv. Colombiana 5: 1-79.

7. Sneidern, K. (1955) Notas
ornitolégicas sobre la
coleccion del museo de
historia natural de la
Universidad del Cauca.
Novedades Colombianas 2:
35-44.

Strewe, R. & Navarro, C.
(2004) New and noteworthy
records of birds from the
Sierra Nevada de Santa
Marta region, north-eastern
Colombia. Bull Brit. Orn.
Club 124: 38-51.

9. Voous, K. H. (1983) Birds of
the Netherlands Antilles.
Zutphen: Walburg Pers.

Thomas M. Donegan
Fundacion ProAves, 33 Blenheim
Road, Caversham, Reading RG4
7RT, UK. E-mail: tdonegan@

Figure 1. Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedorum at Reserva Natural de Aves El Dorado, Santa Marta, Colombia, 5 January 2009

(Blanca Huertas)
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